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Sepwember 3, 2003

Pr. Farhad Azximzadch

California Regionaul Water Quality Control 13oard
1515 4Ly Ntneel

OQukland, Culiformia 94612

Re: Caterpiflar [ne."s Financial Commiiment tn the Proposed Ducks Unkimiled SEP

Clear B Asameadeh:

In response 1o your wlephome inguity of gariier today [ would ke to reathiom thi
Caterpillar Ing. is commuticd wa working with Ducks Unlimited in Ninding the praposed
Tuliy Creck Riolechmea! Levee Crhancement Supplumental Environmental Projecy (SEP)
tn the urnount of $6.000. Within 30 duays of notticaton from the Regional Waler Quality
Comtrab Board thin the Caterpillun/Ducks Cnhmied Tolay Creek Biolechnical Tevee
Enhancement STP propesil has been approved Caterpillar will issue a check w Bucks
Urndinmited in the amount of 36,0000 As pronl of this payment, Caterpillae wiil submil & copy
uf that chock 6 your atemtion. A copy of the coinpleted Waiver ul Hearing form, which was
ariginally submined o the Ruegivnul Waler Quality Cortral Board on Aagus 21, 203, i
ihsa avached.

In wdditun, | spoke with Gieg Green of Ducks Unlimited carlier wxday regarding the timing
ol a (inal report for the Toluy Creek Hiotechnica] Levee Enhancement project. Mr. Gireen
mnformed me thyt Dugks Unlimited would submit a (inal project report 10 the Regional
Water Qualily Contrel Bourd' s attention on wr belore December 31, 2003,

I may be conlacied al (M) 675-1658 il you have uny quesliane ne require additional
information regarding this rmanter,

Sincorely,

S

ason Keeling

Sr. BEnvironmentad Engineer
Corp. Enviroamuental Alfairs
Catermpitlar Inc.
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Jasom Kagling
Envirenmental Affairs Group

Caterpiiler, Inc,
1060 NE. Adamis Steeet
Poonia, 1L 6162973110

RE Supplememial Fnviranmental Praject (SEP} Consideratron in Tolay Creck,
Calilomia

Mr Kceeling,

Ducks Unlimited, Tuc., in receipt of yoor request for activites eligible for STP program
parlicipation, proposes the Tolay Creek Biotechnical Enhanzement Project for your
concideration. Located near the narthwest shore of San Pable Bay, te Tolay Creek
Mintechnical Levee Enhancement Praject involves shoreling contouring and native
vepeishian establishment to enhianze water quality and prevent 165100,

Tolay Creck is & tidal inarsh located within the San Pablo Bay National Wildlife Refuge
and 1he Napa-Sonoima Marshes Wildiife Area within the Regional Water Quafity Board's
Region 2. aml is visible and accessible Lo the public from Califernia Highway 37 {sce
attoched mapl. Previousty drained for agricultural use for more than hundred years,
Tolay Creek was restored 10 a tidal marsh in the lale 1990s by a team of partners that
wcluded Ducks Undimitzd. California Dopm tinent of Fish and Gane, and 1.5, Fish and
Wildlile Service  As a follow-up o the previous restoration cffort, action will be taken (o
stabihrze (he tidal side af more than 1,000 fect of perimeter levees that are cumrently
expaiencing croston dug (o wind-peneriled waves.

SEP funds wauld be eombined with addiconal funds te contrast the use of heavy
equipinent to propetly contour the existing shoceting 1o 3 gradual slope. In addition, geo-
1eanle tabric will be insialled 10 contain sediments and assist in the establishanent of
native vegeiatian. The fabeis, consisting of plastic mesh-reinforced coconot fibers, will
be keyed mto the core of the levee to prevent being dislodged via wave-penerated forces.
The incorporation of fabric will stabilize the topsoil 1 improve growing conditioms for
maarsh planis A seed mixture (comprising native grasses and shrobs) will be pianted
anderneath the Tabric. allowing the plants to genninaie in a slable environment, and then
g ow up theough the fabrc. The roots of the plants will further glabilize the levee, thus
redecing soul erasion.

The extahlishment of nutive veactalion will enhance transitional upland habitst for smal!
mammabs {including the enduneered talt marsh havest mouse) and avian species, as well
as provide crosion pratection for critical perimeter levess. 1he combination of reduced
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ctoston and vegelalion establishment will improve water quality within the Tolay Creek,
wlnch is linked to the San Francisco Bay Wateished. A monitoring protocol for this
reysct will be estahlished to dotenmine the Suceess of this innovative restoralion method.

The [ulay Creek Bictechnical Leves [nhancement Project is onz of a dozen projects in
the Napa-Sonoina Maishes WA 7 San Pable Bay NWI Complex. Cwrently, there i3 over
1 million dollags in fundims for these projects, Funding partaers include State Coastel
Canservancy. horh American Wetlands Conservation Adl, California Departnent of
[ish and Game, a1d Dueks Unlimired.

The State Coastal Conservaney is the primary fonding partner for the Tolay Creck
letechnical Levee Enliancement Praject with a $24,000 contribution from the Safe
Nenshlothood Parks, Clean Warer, Clean Ajr, and Cuastal Protection Bond Fund. In
adilitiva 10 shurehna snhanceinent, the State Coasial Conservancy i contnibuting (o the
crection of an interpretive sign al the site.

1n secnrdance with CEQA and NEPA rexulanons, the appropriale cnvirenmental
davenents and permiits appheations bave been completed 2nd submitted 10 the US Anny
Carps of Enginzers and the California Regluna) Water Creality Board. This project will
fa completed prior 1a Macember 31, 2003, As por the project funding agroement with the
Seare (Coasral Conservancy, Ducks Unlimited must also submil & final report. This reporr
wil, summonec the praiect’s completed tasks and hudpet expendinures, as wedl as provide
e Conserancy with ~As-Buill” drawings. A copy of his report could also be provided
10 you as well

Altheuaah it 75 uadiennined st this time, SEP funds provided to this project would mast
likely Be used Tor contracling services such as canthwork and shoreline contouring. This
wonld aliow for more of the previcusly mentioned J2end funds to be vsed for purchasing
addinional plantng matenial, which would isereass the rate o vegmation esiablishment
alonp the levees.

As the project mranager for this planged work, any qUEEStons Of COMIREALS CAN b directad
ta 1izc wa 1elephone (916 / 852 - 2000) or emal (gpreenidducks org).

Respoctlully,

Aluag Muse—
Giren Green

Beginaal Binlogist

oL Jey Truty - Catapitlar, e, Logei Dopanment
Farrad Azipzadeh  Reginnal W ater Quality Board



Tolay Creek Biotechnical Levy Enhancement Project
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